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Construction Site for Sakhalin II Phase 2 Concrete Gravity Base Structures Officially Opened
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Sakhalin Island, Monday 28 June 2004:  The construction site for Sakhalin Energy’s Sakhalin II Phase 2 Project Concrete Gravity Base Structures (CGBS) has been officially opened today in Vostochny. 

The two concrete gravity base structures for the new Lunskoye A and Piltun Astokh B platforms, each consist of a large concrete caisson base structure that will be placed on the seabed with four legs rising above the surface of the sea to support the topside facilities. The structures are currently under construction in a large dry casting basin constructed during 2003 next to Port Vostochny on the East Coast of the Russian Mainland. This special casting basin – also called a graving dock – is 18 metres deep and covers an area of 93,000 square metres. More than 1 million cubic metres of soil had to be moved to create the dock, which is large enough to enable construction of the two structures in parallel.

High capacity concrete mixing plants and reinforcing steel fabrication plants have also been built at the new dock to manufacture and pre-fabricate the material that will go into manufacturing these massive structures.  When complete the combined weight of the two structures will be approximately 200, 000 metric tonne.
Phase 2 Project Director and Deputy CEO, David J. Greer said “The construction of the concrete gravity based structures is an important element of our project and we are delighted to officially open the site today.  Work is already well underway at the site and in March, the CGBS team carried out the first concrete pour. The tremendous progress that has been achieved gives us great confidence in our ability to deliver our first LNG cargo from Sakhalin in November 2007.  Of particular note, the work is being completed safely, with the team having achieved more than 2 million man-hours without a lost time incident.”

“We are pleased that the region of Primorsky Krai and areas around Nakhodka City and Port Vostochny are experiencing considerable growth as a result of this enormous undertaking and that the people of Vostochny and the Russian Far East, are gaining both jobs and business opportunities,” added David Greer.

Some 1600 people have been employed to construct the platform substructures, and significant business has also been generated for other Russian companies who are providing materials – such as steel and cement, and services to the construction site.  Twenty major subcontractors and more than 100 suppliers of goods and services are engaged in the area.

Construction of the concrete gravity structures is being carried out by Quattrogemini, a Finnish registered company and design and engineering for the two structures is being undertaken by Aker Kaverner, a Norwegian company that has unrivalled experience in the design and construction of concrete gravity structures for the worldwide oil industry.

Once completed next year, the concrete structures will be floated and towed to the installation sites on the Lunskoye field and Piltun feature of the Piltun Astokhskoye field offshore Sakhalin. Once on location, the concrete structures will be carefully ballasted and lowered to the seabed, where their weight will keep them firmly in place. The topsides for the two platforms will then be floated over the substructure legs and permanently fixed in place in the following year.

The multi-billion dollar Sakhalin II Phase 2 Project represents the largest foreign direct investment currently underway in the Russian Federation. The Sakhalin II Production Sharing Agreement (PSA) is the first to be signed in Russia.
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