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Press release

Sakhalin Energy - Supporting the Sakhalin Oblast Seatbelt Campaign

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russia, November 1, 2005: An Island-wide seatbelt campaign that has been developed and financed by Sakhalin Energy was launched today in the Region’s capital, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. 

The seatbelt campaign forms part of a commitment made by Sakhalin Energy in March 2005 at the ’Sakhalin Road Safety Workshop’’ – a meeting of over 60 representatives from the Sakhalin Administration, the Traffic Militia, the local business community and local civil society groups – where Sakhalin Energy announced that it would commit $250,000 per year, for the next three years, to supporting the development of a Sakhalin Road Safety Partnership (SRSP) for the island. Sakhalin Energy firmly believes that this investment will reduce the high costs of road accidents for both the company and society.

Sakhalin Energy Deputy CEO and Phase 2 Project Director David J Greer said: ‘’Sakhalin Energy, as a member of the Sakhalin Road Safety Partnership, is very pleased to be able to support the Sakhalin Island seatbelt campaign which is being implemented in close co-operation with the GIBDD (the Traffic Militia) and the Sakhalin Administration.  This road safety campaign is focussed on increasing the number of drivers and passengers in the Sakhalin Region who wear seatbelts.”

“It is a fact that wearing a seatbelt is the simplest, cheapest and most effective way to prevent and reduce injuries in the event of a traffic accident – it reduces the risk of fatal injury by over 40%.  We hope therefore that this campaign raises awareness of the need to always wear seatbelts by all drivers and passengers alike and in turn reduces the number of serious injuries caused by road traffic accidents on the Island. Our goal is to help reduce the large number of avoidable deaths and injuries on Sakhalin roads and to reduce the sad number of memorial flowers left on Sakhalin kerbsides each year, “ Mr Greer added. 

Sakhalin Energy managed the development of the seatbelt campaign with support from a local PR Company.  The campaign will be implemented in two phases from 1st November 2005 until 31 January 2006. Firstly, an educational phase that will utilise Sakhalin media (television TV, radio, newspapers) and well as other communication channels to explain the importance of wearing a seatbelt and secondly, an enforcement phase, starting November 21st, in which the GIBDD will increase their enforcement of seatbelt violations and will actively fine passengers and drivers who do not wear their seatbelts. 

The Island-wide seatbelt campaign is the first project to be formally implemented under the newly formed SRSP, a non-profit organisation designed to unite representatives of state, commercial and public organisations on the Island in the pursuit of improved road safety.  The SRSP was established with the assistance of Sakhalin Energy, who organised a visit by the Global Road Safety Partnership (GRSP) to Sakhalin Island in January 2005 where meetings between the Sakhalin Administration, the Militia, business groups and members of civil society organisations, including the local rotary club, occurred.  Out of the GRSP visit came the formation of the Sakhalin Road Safety Partnership (SRSP), which currently boasts over 20 members and has a steering committee which is headed by three co-chairmen: Sakhalin Vice Governor V. Nikitin, Head of the non-government organisation ‘Man. Car. Road. Ecology’, N. Balandina and Sakhalin Energy’s Deputy CEO and Sakhalin-2 Project Director, David Greer.

Sakhalin Energy remains committed to contributing to the improvement of road safety on Sakhalin Island.  The Company looks forward to seeing the results of the seatbelt campaign – and to supporting future road safety initiatives on Sakhalin Island.
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