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Information Statement

Sakhalin Energy commits to supporting long term conservation

of the western gray whales
Start

Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd. has committed its support to the establishment of a long-term Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (WGWAP) to provide a mechanism for independent review and advice regarding management of risks to the western gray whales.

This commitment was made at a workshop in Vancouver on 17-18 September that focused on measures being taken by the Company to minimise the potential impact of the Sakhalin II development on the western gray whales.  The workshop was a further follow-up to the Independent Scientific Review Panel (ISRP) process convened by IUCN – The World Conservation Union, at the request of Sakhalin Energy.  It was attended by independent scientists, Sakhalin Energy and its scientific advisers, representatives of potential international lending agencies and an NGO representative.

In February 2005, the ISRP produced a report summarising its assessment of the risks posed to the western gray whales from Sakhalin Energy’s activities and the efficacy of the Company’s actual and proposed mitigation measures.  There has been continuing engagement with the scientists to ensure that the issues raised in this report contribute to the operational plans and mitigation measures used by Sakhalin Energy both during construction of Phase 2 of the project and when the facilities come into operation.  This has included a workshop in Gland, Switzerland in May 2005.

The WGWAP has an over-arching objective to create a framework for coordination and cooperation among all interested parties that will build on and expand the ISRP process, with the ultimate aim of assisting the conservation and eventual recovery of the WGW population.

“We are very grateful for the time, energy and commitment that the scientists have devoted to working with us over the last year,” said Ian Craig, Chief Executive Officer of Sakhalin Energy. “Their advice to us has been invaluable and we hope that the Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel will provide us with a means to continue to work together and benefit from their expertise.

“As the scientists highlight, we will have to minimise our impacts on the whales throughout the 40-year life of the project and the advisory panel, which we see as the logical continuation of the process that was initiated with the ISRP last year, will be instrumental in helping us achieve this goal” concluded Mr. Craig.

The report of the Vancouver workshop together with SEIC’s comments can be found on the IUCN website - http://www.iucn.org/themes/business/ 
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