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Press-release

Last Pieces of the Cristoforo Colombo Removed from the Water

Yuzhno Sakhalinsk, Russian Federation, 22 August 2005: Dismantling activities to remove the grounded dredger, Cristoforo Colombo, from the Kholmsk shoreline have been successfully completed with the last pieces of the vessel removed from the water.  

The removal activities were performed by local Kholmsk-based company Sakhalinremflot who used other Sakhalin based and Russian companies to assist with the works. In total Sakhalinremflot employed some 200 local residents during the removal process to assist with the work. 

Sakhalin Energy Project Director, David Greer, commented: “Sakhalin Energy has always maintained that it would not be satisfied until the Cristoforo Colombo had been safely removed from the city's shores and as such the removal of the last pieces of the vessel from the water is a significant achievement. Sakhalinremflot has done a thorough and conscientious job, with due care for safety and the environment during the demolition.  We also extend our thanks to the Kholmsk Mayor, Mr Alexander Gusto, for his ongoing support and assistance.” 

“Simultaneously, Sakhalin Energy has been implementing a number of goodwill projects in Kholmsk.  They included the Primorski Boulevard beautification, replacement of a kindergarten roof, purchase of equipment and furniture for the children’s health clinic and provision of an emergency medical centre at the hospital– and we extend our thanks to all Kholmsk residents involved in these projects,” David added.

As part of this programme, and in recognition of the city’s 135th birthday, David Greer announced the donation of a new ambulance for the community at official celebrations on the weekend.  The аmbulance, which will be delivered shortly, is fully equipped with best practice emergency care equipment including defibulators, ventilators and oxygen supply.
Kholmsk Mayor, Alexander Gusto, said, “I am pleased that the last pieces of the Cristoforo Colombo have been removed from the water and that our local company Sakhalinremflot, has been able to complete the works so successfully whilst gaining unique experience.  I am also pleased that Sakhalinremflot were able to involve so many local companies and residents in the removal work.  With so many vessels grounded along the Sakhalin coastline, I think it is truly praise worthy that the one which became grounded in Kholmsk is now safely removed.”

The wreck removal works on the Cristoforo Colombo took some three months to complete.  Reinstatement works along the shoreline are ongoing and will include removing scrap metal, salvaged from the vessel, for recycling in a steel mill abroad.
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Notes for Editors

The removal of the Cristoforo Colombo, which ran aground at Kholmsk on September 8, 2004 during the Songda typhoon, suffered considerable delays due to additional damage caused by winter storms and ice damage.  Earlier this year it was decided that due to the extra damage sustained over winter the vessel could no longer be salvaged and would instead be broken up and removed.

The Cristoforo Colombo was a trailing hopper suction dredger sailing under Belgian flag and operated by European Dredging Company S.A.  The dredger was at rest just outside Kholmsk port awaiting mobilisation to continue offshore works for the Sakhalin II project when it was blown aground by the typhoon.

