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Press-release 
Sakhalin Energy becomes a long term partner 

in the Sakhalin Road Safety programme

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russian Far East, 10 March 2005: In a major initiative to help make Sakhalin’s roads safer, Sakhalin Energy announced today that it would commit $250,000 per year, for the next three years, for road safety projects on the Island.  The announcement was made at the ‘’Sakhalin Road Safety Workshop’’, an event sponsored by Sakhalin Energy and facilitated by the Global Road Safety Partnership (GRSP) on 9 and 10 March in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Sakhalin Island.  

Sakhalin Energy launched an initiative to help improve road safety in January 2005 by organising a visit by the GRSP to Sakhalin Island to enable meetings between the Sakhalin Administration, the Militia, business groups and members of civil society organisations, including the local rotary club.  The move to join forces with Sakhalin Administration, the GRSP and other partners on a public road safety campaign followed the successful launch of an internal road safety campaign amongst Sakhalin Energy employees and contractors working on the Sakhalin II Project at the end of 2004.

The success of the GRSP’s first visit to the Island resulted in the organisation of the ‘Sakhalin Road Safety Workshop’, which was opened yesterday, by Vice-Governor Vladislav Nikitin on behalf of the Sakhalin Administration. Over 60 representatives from the Sakhalin Administration, the Militia, the local business community and local civil society groups attended the workshop.

The GRSP are international experts in the development of effective Road Safety partnership programmes.  Initiated by the World Bank Group in February 1999, GRSP and its partners have been identifying ways in which they can jointly improve road safety in countries throughout the world.  This is achieved through the development of public/private partnership organisations, who cooperatively create and implement effective and innovative road safety programmes. The GRSP and partners collaborate and coordinate road safety activities with the aim of building the capacity of local institutions, and enhancing the ability of professionals and communities to pro-actively tackle road safety problems.  

The partnership is a network of businesses, civil society organisations, police and relevant government departments working together to realise common goals and create more effective and sustainable road safety initiatives.  

Mr Tsoi, Head of the local UGIBDD (State Traffic Police – Special division of Militia), presented his departments 2005 – 2008 Road Safety Plan at the workshop.  Representatives from all parties outlined their commitment to support the Administration’s plan and improve road safety on Sakhalin Island.  They agreed to work in partnership with the relevant local authorities to identify and implement additional road safety projects on the island that will support and enhance the Administration’s current plans. 

Sakhalin Energy Deputy CEO and Phase 2 Project Director David J Greer said: ‘’Sakhalin Energy plans to work with the Sakhalin Administration, the GRSP and other businesses and civil society groups on Sakhalin Island to successfully launch the ‘Sakhalin Road Safety Partnership’.  The GRSP model works by identifying specific projects to be financed and implemented by organisations within the partnership under one shared campaign identity”.  

”Sakhalin Energy is committed to playing its part in this important safety programme. We are prepared to commit $250,000 per year, for the next three years towards projects that we believe will be suitable and effective in improving road safety. We are confident this will enable Sakhalin Energy to make a vital contribution to saving lives on Sakhalin Island’s roads.”  
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Notes for editors

In December 2004 Sakhalin Energy launched a three-year, internal, Company Road Safety campaign aimed at staff and contractor staff.  The launch event was attended by over 17,000 individuals at sites on Sakhalin Island, in mainland Russia and around the globe.  The initiative intends to raise road safety awareness among staff and contractor staff, and improve the road safety performance of Sakhalin Energy and the Sakhalin II Project.  

During the first year of the programme, a new road safety topic will be rolled out each month.  These topics will be communicated to Sakhalin Energy and contractor staff through poster materials, tool-box talks at project sites, a regular road safety newsletter and a new road safety information portal that has been established on the Sakhalin Energy intranet site.  Additionally, a new travelling road safety road-show has been launched using a Ural equipped with educational materials and trainers, which will visit Sakhalin Energy project sites and distribute road-safety messages to Company and contractor drivers.   

This work will build upon activities previously undertaken by Sakhalin Energy, including ongoing driver training, an in-depth analysis at project sites to identify road safety risks and reduce them, and a billboard campaign in Korsakov to promote careful driving. Additionally, a road safety video for school children has been distributed to approximately 100 schools around the Island by the Company’s Community Liaison Organisation network.

In addition to launching this internal Company campaign, in December 2004 Sakhalin Energy also made a commitment to promote road safety in communities throughout Sakhalin Island.  In order to maximise the effect of this work and to ensure that all parties active in the promotion of road safety on the Island were working to a collective goal, Sakhalin Energy made contact with the Global Road Safety Partnership (GRSP). 

Further information on this initiative and its results as it is moved forwards will be published in conjunction with Sakhalin Administration, the Militia, the GRSP and other business and civil society groups on the Island.

Further information on the Global Road Safety Partnership can be found on their website at www.grsproadsafety.org
Sakhalin Energy 

Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd. is an incorporated company, established in April, 1994 and based in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russia for the purpose of the implementation of and development of the Sakhalin-II integrated oil and gas project. The shareholders in Sakhalin Energy are: Shell Sakhalin Holdings B.V. with 55 % interest (parent company – Royal Dutch/Shell), Mitsui Sakhalin Holdings B.V. with 25% (parent company – Mitsui & Co., Ltd.) and Diamond Gas Sakhalin B.V. with 20 % (parent company – Mitsubishi Corporation).
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