Sakhalin Energy launches a Company wide road safety initiative 

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Sakhalin Island, 6th December 2004: Sakhalin Energy today launched a Company-wide road safety initiative to improve road safety awareness within Sakhalin Energy and its Contractors and sub-contractors.  

The campaign, which was launched at Sakhalin II Project sites on Sakhalin Island, in mainland Russia and around the globe, will involve a three-year comprehensive programme of training, education, road safety awareness campaigns and enforcement.

The high levels of road transportation activity across the Sakhalin II Project, particularly during the Phase 2 Project construction period, makes road safety a key concern for Sakhalin Energy.  The scale of dangers connected to driving is brought into sharp focus by the World Health Organisation (WHO). It is estimated that around one million people die and over 20 million are injured in road accidents globally each year. The World Health Organisation predicts that road traffic accidents will rise from the seventh to the second most frequent cause of death by 2020.  On a very local level on Sakhalin Island for the first 10 months of 2004 112 people were killed and 1195 injured as a result of 902 road traffic incidents.  Given the high levels of road transportation activity across the Sakhalin II Project, particularly during the Phase 2 construction period, road safety must clearly be our number one priority.  
The Sakhalin Energy road safety initiative will be developed and directed to address a number of hazards and behaviours, including speed, winter driving, the wearing of seat belts, inattention/distraction, fatigue, drink driving and more, over the coming years.  Sakhalin Energy also aims to work with the local authorities to roll out initiatives to communities across Sakhalin Island.  

David J Greer, Deputy CEO and Phase 2 Project Director launched the initiative in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.  He said,  ”Safety is the number one concern for the Sakhalin II project, and road safety is an issue that we must and will address.  The Sakhalin Energy road safety programme will roll out a new road safety theme each month aimed at raising awareness and imparting knowledge to combat the problems and challenges that we face.  

“I look forward to working with our own staff and contractor staff to make this a truly successful initiative - making our roads safer not only for our colleagues and the communities in which we operate, but also for the general Sakhalin Public, ourselves and our families”.

Further information on this initiative please contact the Sakhalin Energy external affairs department.

