[image: image1.png]



Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd.
35, Dzerzhinskogo, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, 693000, Russia

Tel.: (7 4242) 73 2000   
Fax: (7 4242) 73 2012

693000, Россия, г.Южно-Сахалинск, ул.Дзержинского, 35

Тел.: (7 4242) 73 2000 
Факс: (7 4242) 73 2012
Press Release
Major initiative by Sakhalin Energy to help combat HIV/AIDS on Sakhalin

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russian Federation, 1 December 2004:  Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd (Sakhalin Energy) has donated $10.000 to the Sakhalin Region HIV/AIDS Centre today as a contribution to World AIDS Day, which is a worldwide annual preventive campaign aimed at raising global awareness of HIV and AIDS.

The money will be used to support a school awareness program and to assist in training of volunteers involved in HIV/AIDS awareness programs for specific target groups. Many people in Sakhalin are not yet fully aware of the danger of HIV/AIDS, and may not understand how to protect themselves or understand why they should. This makes access to accurate information about HIV/AIDS and the steps needed to protect against both contracting and spreading the disease essential. 

While educating people on the potential risks is a fundamental part of the fight against the disease, prevention is also a key part of stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS. As a practical contribution to prevention, Sakhalin Energy is also providing the Sakhalin HIV/AIDS Centre with 10,000 condoms, which will be used by the HIV/AIDS Centre for distribution among specific risk groups as part of the HIV/AIDS awareness program being conducted by the Centre.

This significant contribution to the fight against HIV/AIDS on the island is another example of Sakhalin Energy's programme to help raise health standards on Sakhalin. There is a potential for HIV/AIDS cases to increase as a result of the arrival on Sakhalin of thousands of workers who are required to construct the large Sakhalin Shelf projects. 

In order to ensure Sakhalin Oblast remains a region with a low HIV spread index within the community, preventive programmes need to be implemented continuously. In recognition of this, earlier this year Sakhalin Energy launched an initiative in co-operation with the Regional Health Authorities and other oil and gas companies to work together to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.

This new donation by Sakhalin Energy represents a further initiative to help boost prevention efforts to contain the spread of HIV/AIDS amongst the young and other high risk groups of people on Sakhalin. 

This year marks the 17th anniversary of World AIDS Day. It is commemorated around the globe on 1 December, and highlights the progress made in the battle against the HIV/AIDS epidemic and brings into focus remaining challenges. 
Further Inquiries:
Sakhalin Energy 




 

(Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk)





+ 7 4242 73 2000





