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PRESS-RELEASE 
CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS UPDATE ON KHOLMSK BEACH

Release No.5 (11/09/2004)

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russian Federation, 11 September 2004, 16:00: Cleanup crews continued worked on Friday evening until 2300 using electrical lights brought from Yuzhno.  Full scale cleanup operations resumed at 0800 11th September.  There were approximately 80 people involved directly in the beach cleanup today including about 20 student volunteers.  

A helicopter flyover today with representatives of Sakhalin Energy, Emercom, Ministry of Natural Resources and EcoShelf revealed today that the oil spill remains localized to the area around the port and there is a limited amount of surface oil remaining inside the port.  The helicopter surveyed the area 16 kilometres north and 19 kilometres south of the incident scene at low altitude and there is no oil visible.

Today’s efforts were focused on the cleanup of topsoil and litter and the establishment of a 
high-pressure water washer in advanced of the cleaning of the concrete rip-rap at the shoreline.

Today a bulldozer began removing the oiled topsoil to a disposal point where it will be bagged and sealed in specially designed plastic containers.  It will then be shipped to an appropriate disposal facility.  Currently we are examining options for the most appropriate facility.

As reported yesterday the booms have been deployed offshore from the bow and stern of the vessel and in the commercial port.  Currently there is 360 metres of boom deployed.

To date there have been no reports of wildlife being effected by this spill.

A high capacity pump will be picked by helicopter from Kholmsk today and transferred to the vessel.  This will be used to pump water from the engine rooms.

Discussions are continuing between the vessel owners, European Dredging Company (EDC), and salvage companies.

The vessel is owned by EDC (European Dredging Company) who is on a contract to Saipem, contractor for the Sakhalin II Phase 2 project. 

Further Inquiries:
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Toll free number (from Sakhalin districts)

8 220 73 2400

Community enquiries:

Sergey Manchilin 

+7 4242 47 56 71

Notes for editors

Details of TSHD Cristoforo Colombo

TSHD – Trailing Suction Hopper Dredger

Length – 119.50 meters

Breadth – 22.20 m

Ship type – Trailing suction hopper dredger

Year of construction – 1994

Shipbuilders – Belgian Shipbuilders Corporation

Total installed diesel engine power – 10.850 kw

Auxiliary engines – 2.670 kw

Flag – Belgian

The TSHD Cristoforo Colombo is a vessel owned by European Dredging Company (EDC) and is on contract to Saipem. Currently Saipem performing work for Sakhalin Energy on its offshore pipeline contract.
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