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PRESS-RELEASE 
CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS UNDERWAY ON KHOLMSK BEACH

Release No.4 (10/09/2004)

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russian Federation, 10 September 2004, 16:00: More than seventy people are now involved in beach cleaning operations following the grounding the vessel Cristoforo Colombo after the dredger lost engine power during severe typhoon winds two days ago.

Mobilisation of the beach cleaning crews, who have received special training, follows the finalisation of an oil spill response and clean-up plan. The plan is being discussed with the Sakhalin Oblast Emergency Response Co-ordination Committee.

A substantial amount of equipment required for containment and cleanup operations, including sorbent pads, socks, rolls, pillows, booms and skimmers is being used for the clean-up operations. People involved in the clean-up work have also been provided with the required personal protection clothing and equipment.

Observations show the oil spill remains localized to the area around the port, and work is underway to install booms to contain the fuel spill. 

The vessel TSHD Cristoforo Colombo ran aground in between Kholmsk Fishing Port and Kholmsk Commercial Marine Port on September 8th, 2004, at approximately 2150 local time.

Prior to the incident, the total amount of fuel oil and diesel in all seven tanks on the vessel was about 323 tonnes (355 m3).  During the incident, three out of seven fuel tanks were ruptured.  The total amount of fuel oil and diesel present in the three damaged tanks was approximately 189 tonnes (204 m3), and is the maximum volume that may have spilled.
Sakhalin Energy is working closely with EDC and the Regional Emercom to minimise the impact of this incident. All the relevant authorities have been notified regarding this incident, and Sakhalin Energy is launching a full investigation into the incident as soon as practicable.

The vessel is owned by EDC (European Dredging Company) and is on a contract to Saipem, contractor for the offshore pipelines project. Sakhalin Energy is providing whatever assistance it can to help with clean up operations.
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Notes for editors

Details of TSHD Cristoforo Colombo

TSHD – Trailing Suction Hopper Dredger

Length – 119.50 meters

Breadth – 22.20 m

Ship type – Trailing suction hopper dredger

Year of construction – 1994

Shipbuilders – Belgian Shipbuilders Corporation

Total installed diesel engine power – 10.850 kw

Auxiliary engines – 2.670 kw

Flag – Belgian

The TSHD Cristoforo Colombo is a vessel owned by European Dredging Company (EDC) and is on contract to Saipem. Currently Saipem performing work for Sakhalin Energy on its offshore pipeline contract.
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