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DREDGER RUNS AGROUND IN KHOLMSK DURING TYPHOON

Media Release No.1 (09/09/2004)

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Russian Federation, 9 September 2004: It is with regret that Sakhalin Energy Investment Company advises that on September 8th at approximately 2150 the vessel MS Cristoforo Columbo dredger lost power and ran aground during heavy typhoon winds in between Sakhalin Western Sea Port and Kholmsk Commercial Marine Port.

The vessel has 29 crew aboard and all are reported safe and well.  The vessel is stable and currently all options are being examined to maximise the safety of the crew and ship.  The vessel was anchored off Kholmsk, and was not undertaking any dredging activities at the time of the incident. It is currently lying aground 50 metres from the beach, lying parallel to the coast.

The Authorities have been notified regarding this incident, and Sakhalin Energy has launched a full investigation into the incident.

Regrettably, the vessel’s fuel tanks have suffered damage, and up to 100 tonnes of fuel oil may have been spilled. Oil spill response experts Ecoshelf has mobilised an oil spill response team to Kholmsk to commence clean-up operations, and they have arrived on site.  

Currently there are high winds and heavy seas, which is currently hampering rescue and clean-up operations. This weather is expected to continue during the rest of the morning.

An Emergency Co-ordination Centre has been established at Sakhalin Western Sea Port

The MS Cristoforo Coloumbo is a vessel owned by European Dredging Company (EDC), which is on contract to Saipem, which is currently performing work for Sakhalin Energy on its offshore pipeline contract.

Expert salvage companies have been contacted, and are studying the technical aspects of the vessel and the potential salvage options.

Further Inquiries:

Sakhalin Energy 




Sakhalin Energy 

(Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk)



(Moscow)

+ 7 4242 73 2000




+ 7 095 776 1635 (Russian speaking)

Notes for editors

Details of MS Cristoforo Colombo

Length – 119.50 meters

Breadth – 22.20 m

Ship type – Trailing suction hopper dredger

Year of construction – 1994

Shipbuilders – Belgian Shipbuilders Corporation

Total installed diesel engine power – 10.850 kw

Auxiliary engines – 2.670 kw

Flag - Belgian
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